
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
16 December 2011 
 
 

Climate Change 2013: The Physical Science Basis 

Invitation for the Expert Review of the First Order Draft 
 
Dear Colleague, 
 
You have registered as an Expert Reviewer for the Working Group I (WGI) contribution to the IPCC Fifth Assessment Report 
(AR5): Climate Change 2013: The Physical Science Basis and we are now pleased to invite you to submit review 
comments on the First Order Draft of this Report (FOD). This letter provides a summary of the review process; for further 
information, please also see the FOD Review website. 
 
The expert review of draft reports is a central component of the IPCC assessment process. The aim of the review is to 
ensure that the Report represents scientific findings comprehensively and in a balanced way, as judged by a very broad 
range of experts. Expert Reviewers can play an important role in identifying the key literature, ensuring a balanced 
interpretation and placing topics in context. The WGI AR5 Lead Authors will consider all review comments on the FOD at 
their meeting to be held in April 2012. During this meeting Review Editors for each Chapter will ensure that all substantive 
comments receive appropriate consideration.  
 
Review comments should focus on substantive issues and must be provided in English, using the IPCC WGI Excel comments 
sheet that is available to download from the FOD Review website. This is also where you will upload the Excel sheet once 
you have entered your comments. All review comments must be received by the WGI Technical Support Unit (TSU) on or 
before Friday, 10 February 2012. 
 
In accordance with the IPCC Procedures, copies of any non-published or not publicly available literature that is cited in the 
FOD is held at the WGI TSU and will be provided to Expert Reviewers upon request during the review period. An online 
form has been developed for this purpose and it can be accessed via the FOD Review website.  
 
Your review comments will be most helpful if they:  

• Consider the structure, coverage and balance in Chapters, including appropriate use of available peer-reviewed 
literature; 

• Are presented in a constructive spirit; 
• Wherever possible, provide suggestions for revisions in terms of specific text and provide supporting evidence from 

the peer-reviewed literature as appropriate; 
• Give full citations for any suggested relevant papers; 
• Consider ways of shortening the text without loss of relevant information; 
• Consider ways of improving the presentation of material graphically or through tables; 
• Avoid suggesting revisions that would go beyond the Panel-approved outline for the Chapter or Report; 
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• Recognise that the authors are required to work within strict length constraints and must present a concise 
assessment of current knowledge, not a scientific review of how that knowledge was derived;  

• Note that text styles including standardised spelling, units, etc, will be corrected as necessary by the WGI TSU, so 
do not need to be called out in your review. 

 
Please also note that, at the time of submission of the FOD, there are very few publications so far that have analysed data 
from the Coupled Model Intercomparison Project (CMIP5) or compared results from the third phase (CMIP3) and CMIP5. 
Therefore, you will find placeholders in the text of some Chapters for this aspect to be updated in the Second Order Draft 
(SOD).  
 
The FOD can be accessed via the Review website. Please note that, as well as the 14 Chapters of the WGI AR5, two 
Annexes are also provided as a resource to reviewers. These are Annex I: Atlas of Global and Regional Climate Projections, 
and Annex II: Climate System Scenario Tables. As Supporting Material to the WGI AR5 FOD, these are not formally 
reviewed. However, these Annexes are an important component of the WGI AR5 and need to be considered when 
reviewing the Chapters. Comments regarding appropriate usage and cross-referencing of the Annexes should be made in 
the comments on the draft Chapter(s) where referenced. Please see the Review website for more information. 
 
The FOD Chapters and Annexes are confidential and are provided solely for the purpose of this review. One of the 
conditions of the review, to which you have already agreed, is that the drafts may not be cited, quoted or 
distributed. We would also request that you do not discuss the contents of the FOD in public fora such as blogs. Please 
remember that your username and password are personal and not transferrable. If you have colleagues who would also 
like to review the WGI AR5 FOD, they are welcome to register via the WGI website. The final version of the WGI AR5 will 
become a public document following its acceptance by the Panel in September 2013.  
 
Please note that all expert review comments on the FOD, together with the author responses to those comments, will be 
made available on an IPCC website as soon as possible after the acceptance of the WGI AR5 by the Panel and its 
finalisation. Review comments will not be anonymous and Expert Reviewers will be identified as part of the public record of 
AR5, with their name, affiliation, and country of residence being published in the Annex of Reviewers in the final WGI AR5 
Report.  
 
Comments must be submitted using the Review Form provided and uploaded via the WGI AR5 FOD Review website. Please 
be advised that the WGI AR5 FOD Review ends and the Review site closes for input on Friday, 10 February 2012. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact the WGI TSU at<wg1@ipcc.unibe.ch>. If you have difficulties or require 
assistance in using the FOD Review web site, please contact <wg1-it@ipcc.unibe.ch>. 
 
On behalf of the WGI Bureau and the WGI AR5 Chapter teams, we thank you in advance for your help as an Expert 
Reviewer of the WGI AR5 FOD. Your comments will be an important contribution to the WGI AR5. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 

   
 
Thomas Stocker    Qin Dahe 
IPCC WGI Co-Chair   IPCC WGI Co-Chair 


